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Learn all the French argot (slang), dirty words, and necessary tools of communication your teachers

left out of their lesson plans with this essential survival guide to understanding everyday

French.Deliciously saucy and full of wit Merde! is a practical guide for understanding French, as it

really is spoken. This real-life resource is for anyone who remembers thumbing through

English/French dictionaries for such words as "toilet paper" and "damn," as well as for the far more

interesting, titillating terms that would never be used in polite conversation. But real French isn't

spoken with the intent of being politeâ€¦ With epithets for every occasion, a range of colorful idioms,

and a wealth of come-ons and put-downs, this is the only language book you'll need to prepare for a

trip to the city of lights.
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In "Merde Encore!," author GeneviÃ¨ve recommends that one should have looked over her previous

book, "Merde!," because she "shall at times . . . assume knowledge acquired in the first." Thus, she

says, "What I offer here is further exploration of colloquial vocabulary and idioms and, through them,

deeper insights into the French psyche." So, while the layout of "Merde Encore!" is similar to

"Merde!," there is a difference in tone between the two books. "Merde!" presents a colloquial and

idiomatic French glossary, and "Merde Encore!" attempts to offer an outsider's view on the French

psyche (in particular, on the Frenchman's psyche) in a rather sarcastic commentary interspersed



with additional vocabulary. Here, GeneviÃ¨ve extends her thesis from "Merde!" (see the chapter on

"Xenophobia and Racism") on the "innate French feeling of superiority" by indulging in lots of

name-calling and stereotyping. In the interests of free speech, a glossary, dictionary, or phrasebook

may offer "politically incorrect" terminology and usage. However, it is up to the reader to decide if a

line has been crossed when an author chooses to perpetuate xenophobic stereotypes by using the

words "Frog," "Froggie," and "Frog Pathology," and by offering undocumented commentary on the

hygiene of the French, for example. Sometimes it is difficult to determine what is humour and what

is not. (The foregoing remarks are offered by this reviewer as a disclaimer.)"Merde Encore!" has

thirteen short chapters: "Verbs" (i.e.
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